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General and historical context 

The château-ferme of Hougoumont is situated 50º40’.14”N, 4º23’.40”E in the 
communes of Braine-l’Alleud and Plancenoit, in central Brabant-Wallonia in 
the country of Belgium, and forms a part of the Battlefield of Waterloo. It is 
situated in the northwestern corner of a slightly raised area that is roughly 
square and about 550 metres by 500 metres (approximately 27 hectares), the 
elevation is 125 metres at the highest point and 113 metres in the valley that 
surrounds it.  Hougoumont is an enclosed (or walled) Brabant farm (une ferme 
en quadrilatère), built in the late 17th and early 18th centuries, approximately 90 
metres x 50 metres in size, comprising an upper south courtyard connected to 
residential usage and a lower north courtyard associated with agriculture. The 
surrounding land is a fertile sandy loam soil with clay at the bottom of the 
depressions. The land tends towards a clay consistency when wet but is 
subjected to quick drying by the persistent and prevailing southwest wind, and 
can change from one state to the other in a matter of a few hours. The land is 
ideal for arable agriculture but historically has also supported sheep and cattle 
farming. Pannage (the keeping of pigs in woodland) appears to have been 
practised in Brabant but no documentary evidence has come to light to suggest 
it took place at Hougoumont. There are extensive mixed deciduous woodland 
parcels in this area of Brabant. 

Fig. 1: Satellite image of Hougoumont and its policies, orientated with north at the 
top. Google Earth server, 1 October 2015. 

�1



Hougoumont is of international military and historical importance: first 
garrisoned in the ‘War of the First Coalition’ in 1794, it became an iconic 
symbol of the Battle of Waterloo that took place on Sunday, 18 June 1815 when 
it formed the bastion on the Anglo-Dutch right. After the battle, certain of the 
buildings were rebuilt and repaired while others were lost, but in terms of 
layout, it remains what it was in 1815. 

Since 1815, the farm appears to have been worked as a tenancy and when the 
last farmer retired in 2002, the owner, Comte Guibert d’Oultremont, decided 
to divest himself of the property and sold it to the Intercommunale Bataille de 
Waterloo 1815 together with 11.55 hectares, including the garden.  1

After the purchase, a conservation project was created under the name ‘Project 
Hougoumont’  and, following extensive research by historian Kevin Rogers, a 2

conservation plan was commissioned by Project Hougoumont UK and 
presented in December 2013 by architects Inskip & Jenkins. Over €3.5 million 
was raised and the conservation of the farm buildings commenced. The 
completed conservation was formally opened to the public by HRH Prince 
Charles, Prince of Wales, on 17 June 2015. Hougoumont now forms part of the 
national patrimony of the Battle of Waterloo and is open to visitors.  

 Eric Meeuwissen, La ferme d'Hougoumont mise en vente , Le Soir.be, édition du 9 avril 1

2003, p. 21 - http://archives.lesoir.be/patrimoine-les-fermes-historiques-du-champ-de-
bataille-_t-20030409-Z0N100.html and other sources.

 www.projecthougoumont.com2
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What’s in a name? 

Some historians assert that Hougoumont is merely a 19th century anglophone 
mispronunciation of Goumont, which in itself is a corruption of Gomont. It is 
certainly true that Gomont is an old francophone name for the place but the 
mispronunciation assertion is questionable as the Ferraris map (see below) of 
1777 lists it as Hougoumont, as do all the cadastral maps from 1808 
onwards, none of whose authors were English. The origin of the name 
remains uncertain but may have been Flemish.


